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SUBJECT: NEW VOTING LEGISLATION 
REF: GEORGETOWN 0763 

1 . PROPOSED NEW ELECTORAL LEGISLATION ( REFTEL) INCLUDING VOTE 
FOR 18 YEAR OLDS, NEW POSTAL VOTING ARRANGEMENTS, AND REVISED 
PROXY VOTING SYSTEM SUBMITTED TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AS REPRESENTA- 
TION OF THE PEOPLE ( ADAPTION AND MODIFICATION OF LAWS) BILL, 

1973. ALSO INCLUDED WAS PROVISION REMOVING LIMITATION ( NOW 7) ON 
NUMBER OF NON- ELECTED MINISTERS WHO CAN BE APPOINTED TO CABINET 
BY PRIME MINISTER. 

2. IN SURPRISE MOVE, OPPOSITION REJECTED ATTEMPT TO REDUCE 
VOTING AND PARLIAMENTARY QUALIFYING AGE TO 1 8. AS ENTRENCHED 
PROVISION OF CONSTITUTION INVOLVED , 2/3 MAJORITY REQUIRED TO 
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PASS. GOV' T ABLE MUSTER ONLY 35( PNC-30, INDEP-5) OF NEC- 
ESSARY 36 VOTES. BILL QUICKLY RESUBMITTED WITHOUT REJECTED 
CLAUSES AND PASSED. MORIBUND UNITED FORCE ( UF) VOTED WITH 
OPPOSITION PEOPLES PROGRESSIVE PARTY ( PPP) AGAINST MEASURE. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH IN PAST PPP HAS SUPPORTED 18 YEAR OLD 
VOTE, OPPORTUNITY TO EMPHASIZE FACT PNC DOES NOT YET HAVE 2/3 
MAJORITY EVIDENTLY IRRESISTABLE. AS IT GENERALLY ACCEPTED 
THERE MORE YOUNG EAST INDIANS THAN AFRICANS, PPP MAY NOT HAVE 
ACTED IN ITS OWN BEST INTEREST. KING 
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